68                         THE   COLLECTED  WORKS   OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI
To meet the need for teachers he started a Teachers' Training College.
Seeing the very pitiable condition of Hindu widows, he advocated
the remarriage of widows; he wrote books and made speeches on the sub-
ject. The Brahmins of Bengal opposed him, but he did not care. People
threatened to kill him, but he went on undaunted. He got the Govern-
ment to pass a law legalizing remarriage of widows. He persuaded many
men, and arranged the remarriage of daughters of prominent men
widowed in childhood. He encouraged his own son to marry a poor
widow.
The kulin or high-born Brahmins were given to taking a number of
wives. They were not ashamed of marrying as many as twenty of them.
Ishwarchandra wept to see the sufferings of such women; and he carried
on his efforts till the end of his life to eradicate this wicked custom.
When he saw thousands of poor people in Burdwan suffering from
malaria, he maintained a doctor at his own cost and personally distri-
buted medicines among them. He went to the houses of the poor and
gave them the necessary help. In this way he worked ceaselessly for two
years, secured government help and called for more doctors.
In the course of this work, he saw the necessity of a knowledge of
medicine. So he studied homoeopathy, attained proficiency in it, and
began to prescribe medicines to the sick. He did not mind travelling
long distances in order to help the poor.
He was equally a stalwart in helping big princes out of their difficulties.
If any of them had injustice done to him or was reduced to poverty,
Ishwarchandra used to help him with his influence, knowledge and money,
and mitigate his distress.
While he was engaged in these activities, Vidyasagar passed away
in 1890, at the age of seventy. There have been few in this world like him.
It is said that, had Ishwarchandra been born among a European people,
an imposing column, like the one raised by the British for Nelson, would
have been erected as a memorial to him. However, a column to honour
Ishwarchandra already stands in the hearts of the great and the small,
the rich and the poor of Bengal,
It will now be clear to us how Bengal provides an example for the
other parts of India to follow.
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